
Ideas to Meet Virtually and How to Record Videos 
 
Now that Minnesota schools are closing for an extended period of time many of you have been 
reaching out about Technovation.  At this time, we request that you move to virtual sessions to 
complete your Technovation submissions. Your school or company may already offer options 
you are familiar with. However, at times these tools might not be accessible to all of the 
students, coaches and mentors on your team so you might need alternatives. 

 
Meet Virtually 

Below are some resources that may be helpful if you need to find a meeting platform: 
 

Tool Description Notes 

Google 
Hangouts 

Free Messaging, voice and video 
calls, including group calls. 
 
https://hangouts.google.com/ 
 

Can be used in a web browser, no 
additional software required.  
 

Zoom Zoom is popular, easy to use,  full 
featured e-meeting software. Offers a 
free plan. 
 
https://zoom.us/meetings 

Requires software installed on your 
device. Some school-supplied 
computers might not allow installing it. 
 
During COVID-19 school educators 
can see 
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articl
es/360041264451-K-12-School-Time-L
imit-Removal-Request-FAQ for 
process to remove time limit for 
meetings.  
 
Normally meetings on the free tier are 
limited to 40 minutes, and telephone 
connectivity on the free tier is not 
allowed.  
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Skype Group voice calls, chat and screen 
sharing. Offers a free plan. 
 
https://www.skype.com/en/ 
 

Can be used in a web browser or with 
software installed on your device. 
 

Webex Video conference for free, with video 
meetings, screen sharing and 
integrated audio.  
 
https://www.webex.com 

Can be used with a web browser or 
installed software. Meetings can be 
configured to allow guests who do not 
have a webex account (e.g. students) 
 
See 
https://www.webex.com/go-covid19.ht
ml for special features (unlimited time, 
100 participants, phone for audio) 
during COVID-19.  
 
Normally meetings on the free tier are 
limited to 40 minutes and  
Audio is only via computer (VoIP) with 
free tier 

Slack A fun, easy to use, fully featured, free 
chat application.  
https://slack.com 
 
 

Can be used in a web browser or with 
an optional app stored on your device. 
 
On the free plans you can’t call or 
share screens with your group. Paid 
plans provide a call/e-meeting 
function. 

Google 
Drive 

Teams can collaborate on documents 
online in real time.  
Many schools subscribe to Google 
classroom and have access. 
 
https://www.google.com/drive 
 

Used in a web browser, no additional 
software required.  
 
Google classroom resources are not 
available to Google accounts of other 
(mentor) users. 
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Mural Like an easel, sticky notes. 
Collaboratively edit and store 
information. Free plan available. 
 
https://mural.co/ 
 

Used in a web browser, no additional 
software required.  
 
Mural is not for e-Meetings. You’ll 
need one of the other tools above to 
communicate. 

 
 

  

https://mural.co/


Video Resources 

 
Below are some resources that may be helpful for recording videos:: 
 

Tool Description Notes 

How to create a 
pitch video at 
home 

New from Technovation Girls, 
a great resource for creating 
your Pitch Video virtually 
 
https://bit.ly/2wlkmxW 
 

 

Loom Loom is a video recording tool 
that allows you to record your 
camera, microphone, and 
desktop simultaneously. 
 
 
https://support.loom.com/hc/en
-us 

Recently offered free to educators 
and students. 

An Intro to Video 
Production 

Slides from the 2019 SE Video 
Production Workshop 
 
 

 

Audio Recording 
and Editing Tips 

Slides   

Tom’s Guide A suggestion from 
Technvoation Girls to find free 
video editing resources 
 
Best Free Editing Software 
2019 

If teams want to collaborate on 
editing, they might need to find 
something that's supported across a 
variety of operating systems. Davinci 
Resolve might be a fit for this, paired 
with a Cloudsharing service like Drive 
or Dropbox to pass files back and 
forth. However, we'd recommend that 
they decide 1 person on the team to 
be responsible for editing, since 
getting familiar with the tools can take 
time. 

Google/YouTube Use your Gmail account to  
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access YouTube where you 
can record, upload, and edit 
for free. 
 
https://blogs.constantcontact.c
om/getting-started-on-youtube/ 
 

 
 
This list contains many popular options and is far from comprehensive.  Please consider the 
terms and conditions for any tool you use with respect to age (students), and how much 
information is being shared about your students with the provider before they create an account. 
Feel free to reach out to girlscode@technovationmn.org with any questions.  
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