
The Technovation Challenge inspires and enables teen girls to dream up, design, code 
and pitch mobile phone apps. Working with professional mentors, all-girl teams develop a 
real-world combination of technical and entrepreneurial skills.

Program Overview

IDEATION
Identify a problem in their community

TECHNOLOGY
Develop a mobile app solution

ENTREPRENEURSHIP
Build a business plan

Girls for a change

After Technovation, girls interest in 
Computer Science & Entrepreneurship 

increased

INTEREST IN
ENTREPRENEURSHIP

In the US, women fill a scant 26% of all 
computing jobs - a number that’s only 
getting worse - with the rest of the world 
coming up similarly short. 

We’d like to impart our skills on to a new 
generation to help create a worldwide web of 
tech-savvy, knowledge-hungry girls willing to 
learn, socialize, and create something to 
change the world, their world.

TECHNOVATION[MN] ASSIGNS
2+ MENTORS TO EACH TEAM. 

UP TO 5 MIDDLE OR HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS FORM A TEAM.

Teams

PLAN TO
MAJOR IN CS

58%70%

Iridescent Technovation Challenge

PITCH at APPAPALOOZA!
At the culmination of the challenge, teams 
develop a presentation of their business and app 
for a panel of judges at our state pitch event, 
Appapalooza.

Appapalooza is the festive finale of the 
Technovation Challenge in Minnesota.  



Timeline

Time Commitment

January - April

2+ hours/week

OCT NOV DEC JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL

REGISTRATION/TEAM FORMATION

TECHNOVATION[MN] WORKSHOPS & EVENTS

OFFICIAL SEASON JUDGING

Qualifications 
No coding or app development experience is required. 

Mentors can be a teacher, parent, after school coordinator, 
technology or business professional.

The primary value girls receive from mentors is access to a role 
model and stories of real-world experiences.

Time Commitment
Mentors typically meet with teams at their school once a week, 
after school, between 3 pm - 6 pm, for 2+ hours. Most teams are 
assigned more than one mentor so the commitment can be 
shared between mentors.

About Mentorship
Expectations 
Technovation provides mentors with a fully developed 
curriculum. The interdisciplinary focus on applied computer 
science and business encourages girls to work as part of a team 
to create an original and relevant product. 

Mentors are asked for their location and school preference. Most 
choose to stay close to work or home.

Get Involved!
Contact us if you are interested in becoming a Technovation 
Challenge Mentor 
www.technovationmn.org
girlscode@technovationmn.org 

APPAPALOOZA


